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Ps aT xlvi. 10. 


i Be fill and 2 that I am G 0 D. 


N I FHESE Words direct us to 


=, TIRE = a very important Duty in every 


is reſpecting the Enemies of God's people; 


whoſe hoſtile attempts againſt them his Pro- : 
vidence had remarkably defeated ;as appears 
from the preceding verſes, Which expreſs 


the Fſalmiſt's pious Joy and Triumph in 
Gov, after ſome fignal Deliverance from 


his powerful Enemies. Which may poſ- 


hy refer to His Conqueſt over thoſe men- 
B So _ tioned 


2 BJ "Rh > day of Diſtreſs and Danger, 
IN BAG \ whether publick or private. 

51] Their original reference in- ED 
2 1s Sooke to be ſomewhat different: 35 
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4 The Chriſtian's Duty FA 
tioned | 2 Sam. viii. Of whiah great Victo- 
ries it was fit there thould be ſome thank- 
ful. Monument left to Poſterity 3 at. encou- 
rage. them. to hope i in the Lok p their-Gop, 
and not be afraid of their moſt de ermined 
and implacable « enemies, provided they ade 


hered faithfully to him and their Duty. Come 


(fais he) behold the works. of the LO RD, 
_ avhat. Deſslations he hath made. in the earth. 
He maketh Wars to ceaſe to the ends of 


| the earth : be breaketh the Bow, and cutteth 
the Spear in funder, he burneth the chariot in 


the fire. ver. 8, 9. And then by a ſudden 


and elegant Apoſtrophe and Addreſs to the 


” Enemies of God's people among whom 
thoſe Deſolations were made, he introduces 


Go himſelf ſpeaking to them in the Words 
of the text, Be j{ill, and know that I an 


60 D: TI ll be exalted among. the Heathen, 
1 Wl] be exalted i in the earth. that is, learn 
to be quiet for the future; and remember 
from hence that G0 ale the 


NA, A. 


A... 


moſt high will fight for them, and deliver 


„ . 


c up againſt them.” 
gli ies the Words 


of PT » | . I How: 
jars", Wn | 


cauſe of his, own people; and that the 


them from the hands. of thoſe who riſe 
Thus ee Faun uk 


line of 2 Danger. 5 


However, I think they are with equa ual 
benaty and propriety capable of a different 


application; by ſuppoſing that they are ad- 
dreſſed to the peopte of Gor themſelves, 


for whom he had wrought out the Delis 


verances before mentioned; as an Admo- 


nition and Direction to dern how ts behave 


hereafter- under any ſuch like Diſtreſs and 
Danger. Be ill, and know that T am 
GOD. i. e. Be not anxiouſly fearful, or 


too much terrified at the proſpect of the 


ſtrength and number of your Enemies: 
1 for 5 aſſured that I, who have done ſuch 


© great things for you already, will conti- 


nue to defend you againſt them; you have 
only to truſt in, and commit your cauſe to 


me, aoho will be exalted among the Faulen, 8 


8 © 2obo avill be exalted in the Earth! © 
This ſenſe of the Words appears to me 


the more natural, and is therefore what T 
mall fix upon: eſpecially as it is moſt ſuita- 


ble to the occaſion of our preſent Solemnity ; 
and immediately points out to us our Duty 


in a day of Danger, and under the proſpect 


of publick calamities ; that is, to keep our 


Spirits peaceable and compoſed, devoutly to 


nom ledge the hand 95 Gop therein, and 
leave 


6 Te Chz iſtian' $ Duty in 


Jeave Events with him. Be fell, and en 
that Tam GOD. © 

Buch an Exhortation cannot te tad? 

unſeaſonable in the preſent Conjuneture. 

The Judgments of Go are viſibly abroad in 


| the Earth. Dreadful and beyond all Exam- 
ple have been the late Convulſions in the 


natural world. The violent and long-con- 


tinued ferments and concuſſion of the Ele- 
ments (not to be parallell'd in any Hiſtory) 


and the wide-ſpreading devaſtations in which 


they have involved the Kingdoms of Portu- 
gal, Spain, and Morocco, have juſtly ſpread a 


terror throughout all Europe. And every nation 


| which the Almighty's Hand hath ſpared, at 


cdhis diſmal Spectacle ſtands aghaſt and trem- 
bling. (like the few tottering Buildings left 
at Liſbon) expecting every day that the next 


Shock will lay them on @ Level with the 
Ruin of their Neighbours. We cannot 
without Amazement and Horror behold the 


Works of the LORD, and the Deſolations he 


hath already made in the earth. Great Gov! 


our fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, ana 4 we 
; ere 1 of id Fudgments 232 


This 


Oy Fab ee ib 


— 


— 

# N 
3 
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This nation b been done: wah: d 


with a complicated Calamity; and is fo ſtill. 
Our . reſtleſs-and ambitious Enemies were 
10 ſooner forced by Providence to ſubmit to 


terms of accommodation at the End of the 


late War, but. they began immediately to 
ſtrengthen and augment their Navy, which 
they then found too weak; and have. made 
uſe of the laſt ten years Reſpite, to put them- 
ſelves i into a condition of executing the. per- 


Rs ww. 


DICIOUS Project they had long been concert- 75 


ing; vig. to undermine the very foundation of 
our national Strength and Wealth, by con- | 
fining and intimidating our Settlements, and 
ruining our Trade, in North America. A 
Scheme which they had gradually carried 
on year. after year ſo far, that it became ab- 
flutely neceſſary at length to exert our pt- 
moſt Efforts to oppoſe and defeat it. The 
conſequence of which was, that thoſe vi- 
gorous meaſures (tho taken only for ſeif- 
preſervation) have fir d our Enemies with 
the moſt determined and implacable Rage 
and Vengeance : which is like to involve 
ys. in 2 very burdepſone, bloody and de- 


fru ive Wa ar. by 
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8 The Chriſtian's Duty in 
This is our Situation, and this our Dan- 

ger. But here is our Hope and Safety; 4 

righteous, wile, almighty Power governs 
all; rides in the Whirlwind and directs 

1 the Storm.” Let us therefore be fill and 
ow bar he 1s GOD. | 


In theſe Words we Date two Puten 


commanded, peculiarly incumbent on the 


people of Gop in a Day of publick Dan- 
ger; and which are mutually ſubſervient to 
_ each other. 


9 5 ſhall therefore 


Fl COD 


1 Patel open and explain to you 2 


each of theſe Duties diſtinRly. | 


1 II. Shew you the connexion there is be- 
tween them; or how naturally they 


| bEwe and promote cach other. 


(Loft) Conclude with an application of 
them ſuitable to the preſent circum- 


ſtances of Ae nation. 


I. In am to open oe erden to you each 


of theſe Dutics SURE And 


The firſt is 70 be till; and the 
ſecond contained in thoſe words, know that 


I. iT he 


"EI 


” 


a time of publict Danger. 9 


1. The firſt thing incumbent on the Peo- 


ple of God i in a time of . danger 1 is, 


"to be Hill *. 


Now this does not require us to be inſen- 


fible to publick danger and calamities ; to 
ſhut our eyes againſt the proſpect of ap- 
proaching Evils, or ſtop our Ears againſt 
the Threatenings of Divine Providence. On 
the contrary, tis our Duty and Wiſdom to 
apprehend them, that we may take the 
Warning ; to foreſee them in order to provide 
againſt them; and to expect them, that we 
may be better r prepar d to meet and im- 8 


prove them. We may obſerve in ſome a 
kind of fixed peace and quietneſs of mind 


ariſing from Indolence, or a natural Inadver- : 


tence of the mind to evil Events ; which 
do not affect them tho ever fo great or 


near. This is not Wiſdom but Weakneſs. 


And the Royal Preacher tells us more than 


once, „ that the prudent man fereſeeth the evil, 
= and 


hs The original St (917 "II 791) properly 


lignifies to renut, abate, or ceaſe. So that the Expreſſion is 


plainly elliptical. g. d. Ceaſe your Sorrows, abate your Com- 
plaints, away with all your tumultuous Fears, &C. which 


therefore our Tranſlators have very juftly and Cofap rchen- 
tvely render” d, be fill 
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189 he - Chr iffian's Duty in 


and hide: <þ Limfelf \ but the hs pes on and 
are juntjued (6). 
Vor does the Precept in the text require ; 
ust be unaffected at the apprehenſion of 
threxen'd Evils. As we are not to ſhut our 
Exe P o neither ou! d we harden our 
Hearts s gainſt them. How paffionately 
did Feremah (+ the weeping Prophet) la- 
ment over iis nation, when he foreſaw the 
Calamities that were coming upon it! Hig 
Heart diſſolves in Sorrow, O, that my bead 
_ «vere Haters 55 55 Eyes a Fountain of Tears, 
that I may weep day and night for the flain 
of the Dock of my people (e) It ſhews 
a narrow Spirit as well as a very weak 
Mind, to be altoge ther. unconcerned at 
publick Sufferings Some teem to think 
an Evil to be lefs grieyous becauſe it is. ge- 
neral. But how poor a conſolation would 
it have been to ſuch, had they been at Liſbon 
or Megquinez during the late Earthquakes, to 
think that, tho they were totally ruined as 
to this World, yet many thouſands were 
| ruined with them 7 this to 2 human Heart ” 
| would give the greater Horror. So that to ; 
be unalfeQted with head Evils and Dan- 
8 gers 


a Prov xxil. 3. XXV11. 12. 00 Te. ix. 10 


mw time wa click Dunger. IT 


gers purely becauſe they are publick, ff ews. 
not only. a ſtupid and thoughilaſo, but a tort 
of inhumon temper. Ts BE 
Nor (laſtly) ate we required in theſs 
worde to be indolent and inactive in a (time 
of public danger. They do not juſtify. 
our negligence, or our refuſal to dh tt we 


can to prevent or lefſen or remove the 


Li 


threatened cala amity ; or to ſupport Curſelves 
under it in the beſt manner weare able. 
To be ſtill does not mein to fit till} and do 
nothing, if we are able to do aß thing. 
Every one muſt do his part, as well as ber 
his part, in a time of publick Trouble : and 
tho it be but a ſmall part, perhaps, chat we 
axe able to do, yet we ſhould not be backwar 5 
to do that. BY 
But in ſhort, the meaning of he pre- 
cept is, that we ſhould maintain a Self- 
_ poſſeſſion and Preſence of mind, a Peace. 
and Quietneſs of ſpirit, under a Pprof- 
pect of the greateſt temporal "Adverfity ; 
from a firm belief of, and dependance up- 
on the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of the 
ſupreme Judge and Governor of the World. 
And this Quietneſs of Mind may here 
ſtand oppoſed fog Foes | 
8 — i, (1.)To 


12 The Chriſtian $ Duty in 
(I.) To a reſtleſs and factious pit; 


prevailing Diſcontent and Petulence of in | 
which puts men upon ſeeking Relief Ser 


times by unlikely, and olten by unlawful 


means: which ſhews great Diſtruſt of Gop, 
and great Impati ence under the Afflictions 
he ſends. A man of ſuch a temper ſeldom 
looks any further than the Inſtrument ; 
and (forgetting. the hand that moves it) is 
very, ready to cenſure the Conduct of his 
Superiors, when things go (as he thinks) 
wrong. And when any publick Evil hap- 

| pens ( tho' it be purely providential and un- 
avoidable) the Perſon or Perſons at the 
Helm, whom he happens to diflike, muſt 
be wrong in every Meaſure, and the Author 

„ every Calamity we ſuffer. Such a fac- 
tious Spirit is very contrary to the quiet 
temper recommended i in the Text; and hath 
been the Source of great miſchief and dif- 
order i in this Kingdom. bs 
(2.) What is required and recommend- * 

- in the text ſtands likewiſe in oppoſition 

— Ws querulous and murmuring temper; which 
renders a man fretful and peevith under his 
ſhare of Suffering ; and inclines him to 

; charge not on:y Man but GOD Joo 72 * 


a as 


N 


a time of publick Danger. 13 
as if his Ways were not equal, nor his Judg- 
ments according to truth and righteouſneſs. 
There is no leſs Impatience and Impiety in 
ſuch a temper, than there is Pride and Self- 
conceit in that before mentioned: and both 
of them (like that Viper in the Boſom, 
Envy) turn their own ſting into the Beaſt 5 
that harbours them. - 
(3. ) This Quietneſs 4 mind command- 5 
ed in the text may further ſtand oppoſed to 
an over anxicus and terrified ſpirit : which 
makes the proſpect of publick Daugers af- : 
ect us too much, and overcharge and al- 
moſt overwhelm our minds. Such a timo- 5 
tous temper we ſhould guard againſt, be- 
cauſe it not only brings a needleſs diſtreſs 
upon our ſpirits, but unfits us for the Du- 
ties peculiarly incumbent upon us in ſuch a 
tuation; and both a anticipates and increaſes _ 


the Evil we fear; gives us to feel it before SK 
it comes, and makcs it gr cater when it 


pes 
(Lafth) The 8 in POE text Banck Fn 
likewiſe oppoſed to a 427/d, dr pate and fu . 


multuous frame of mind. As, for inſtance, l 


when perſons are ſtruck with amaz ement 
and horrour at the feoht of any. fu Iden, un- 


ſuſpect- : 


- — 


— 


x4 The Chriſtian's Duty in 
ſuſpected Evil; which ſo fiezeth their ſpirits 
as to render them incapable of thinking or 
judging what is beſt; or of doing it when 
it is known. Such a diſcompoſure of mind, 
perhaps, ſome perſons of weak ſpirits can- 
not prevent, under certain awful and alarm- 
ing Events: However, tis contrary to that 
peace and quietneſs of mind the text recom- 
mends; and therefore both Duty and In- 
tereſt ſhould en gage them to ſtrive the ms 
ite 


In ſhort what the Pfalmift ate means 1s, 
5 chat under a proſpect or apprehenſion of 
any threaten d Evil or Calamity, publick or 


private, the firſt thing we are to take care 


of is, to guard our paſſions, keep our ſpirits 
_ compoſed, and maintain a government and 
poſſeſſion of our Tempers; which will beſt 
| fit us for the Duties immediately neceſſary 
under ſuch Providences ; and diſpoſe us to 
make the beſt Improvemeint of them: in 
_ oppoſition to a careleſs, unqſßected, indolent 
temper, on the one hand; and a fuctious, 


7 fretful, fearful, ond. tumultuous . on 


; the other. 


So much for che firſt boy recommend: 


el in the text, be fil. 


2. Let 


a time of pablick Danger. 15 


. Lt us now conſider what is contained 
in a the other; ; expreſſed in thoſe Words, nd 
know that I am ODP). E 

This is one of thoſe Scripture. forks af 
ſpeech i in which there is much more implied 
than exprefled. And the three following 
things are plainly comprehended 3 in the Ex- 
hortation. 

(I.) That we ſhould acknowledge and * | 
rioufly confider Gop as the great Superinten- 


dant over all theſe things *. That He in- 


tereſts and concerns 1 in all the pu- 
blick Tranſactions of the world; aud eſpe- 
cially in all thoſe calamitous Events which 
befall any particular nation. In this ſenſe 
we may gloſs thoſe words of the prophet, 
Amos iii. 6. Shall there be Evil in a City, and 
the LORD bath not done it? We are tos 
apt both in proſperity and adverſity to con 
fine our views to ſecond Cauſes ; or the In- 
firuments Gap is n to make uſe of 
as either 


* . chis Seuſs: the original Word (37) is very fre- 


SD uied. Sce P/al. ix. 20. put them in fear, O Lok, | 
that the nations may know (1. e. may confider and acknowledge) | 
themſeoes to be lut men. Pla. xxxix. 4. that I may know 
(1. e. feriouſly cofiier) how frail I am. ſee alſo P/el.1xxxiti. 
18. Hof. ii. 8. v1i. 9. and all thoſe Places where it is ſaid, 


| r that I am a the LORD. 


Eb” 


8 . 


5 * to comfort or chaſtiſe us: 


De Chr. ian o Duty 2 


acting, in 
the former cafe, like the Perſſans who 4- 
dore the Sun that warms them; and in the 
latter, nike the Dog that bites the ftone that 


ſt⸗ ikes him 
The phraſe, know that 15 am » GOD, Pult 


= ly implies, that he who is the Creator muſt 
be the Governor of the World. This con- 
ſequence is fo natural and evident, that it is 
here taken for granted; and thus affects the 
mind more ſtrongly than if it were direct iy 
expreſſed. As if it were ſaid, do you not 
5 know that 1 am the only true God, why 
© made the World, and all mankind that 
duell on the face of the Earth ? and do 
© you not know that J govern the world 
© which J have made 7 away then with all 


anxious, fearful, and diſtruſtful Thoughts. 
Be fill, and only know thot I ann 60D; 
© that all things are under my. Management: 


3 


and Direction, and leave to me the Go- 
© vernment of my own world” _ 


Not the ſmalleſt Event befalls us (our 
bvaviour ſais) without the Direction of our 


heavenly Father ; the. greater Events then 


muſt certainly be under his Conduct, with 


cvery circumſtance belonging thereunto. 


And 


a time of publick Danger. 17 
And this we ſhould always remember and 
1 achnotoledge. A herefere 
(2.) Another thing impied in the Ex- 
ruin 4 is; that we ſhou d particularly and 
devoutly eye the Hand of Ga! in a le- 
markable Events of a publick nature, It is 
not enough in general to acknowiedn» the 
government of Divine Provides ce, bu e 
could ſericuſly recognize the par i len Ine 
ſtances of providential Interpaſition ; Ane e 
deavour to improve them to pious purpœg s. 
GOD is known by the Fudgments c hich 
be executeth. And his Providence fometi::ics 
proclaims his Truth and Righteouſneſs, as 
loudly as his Works do his 8 and Wif- 
dom. He calls us therefore to great atten- 
tion in ſach caſes. Come behold e Yorks f 
the LORD; what Deſolations he be b made. 
in the Earth. He is the Author of them. 
t. And it is he alſo that maketh Wars to caſe 
Into the ends of the Earth; be breaketh the 
Bom ond cutteth the Spear in ander, and 
ir I burneth the Chariots in the fire: as it is in. 
ir || the verſes immediately preceding the text. 
u | —Don't let us fay then, © What a lucky 
h Turn is there? what an unfortunate Event 
was that? For why ſhould we thus af- 
X,„,„„IAf Wo - -"e- 


18 The 2 oy Dury.; in 


fect to bose Gop: out of his own Word 
(who directs every thing 1 in it) and aſcribe 
the government of it to Chance and For- 


tune? that is, to we know not whar, It 


is a more chriſtian and becoming language, 
© What a Mercy is there? what an awful 
2 Prox dence was that ? ' and thus to ac- 
krowedg. Gon as ſuperintendant over all; 
Vvhoſe po. er reſtrains the wiath of man, and 
often urn: it to his Praiſe. - 25 | 
. Anotiner thing implied i in the pre- 


opt know that T am GOD, is that we Mhould 


| peaceably depend \ non his pro! cCtion in a 
„of Duty; in full confidence that he 


wii izke care of his own cauſe. and peop le. 


50 hat it is not a mere ſpeculative but a 
p1iQical thing that is here commanded. It 


um les a committing our ways. unto the 


Logs, and devolving our cares upon him, 
in « firm aſſurance that under the wiſe con- 
duct of his Providence all things will at 


length iſſue well. His Ways may indeed be 


in the deep waters ; that is, his F ootſteps un- 
ſeen, and the traces of his Wiſdom, 1 75 
teouſneſs and Mercy be undiſcernable; a 


impenetrable Darkneſs may involve IS ex- 


ternal Scenes of his Government: But all 


this 
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| fhis only argues our Weakneſs, not his want 
1 of Wiſdom. It all reſults from and reſolves 
into this, that he ſeeth not as we do, and 
that his ways are not as ours.” And there- 
fore tis our Duty to be Nil, and know that 
: he i 1 GOD. © 5 4 


Having thus e to you the import 


af the two precepts contained in the text, 


I am now 


nn To thew you che Connexion e is 
| between them. And 5 


5B The Duty jequirel in | the former ont — 
5 of the Words is very neceſſary to diſpoſe 
us to that commanded in the latter. For 
that calm, quiet, ſteady, diſpaſſionate, and 
even temper of mind, recommended in thoſe _ 
words be fill, is that which will beſt pre- 
pare and fit us devoutly and ſeriouſly to ac- 
knowledge the Hand of Gop, and to de- 
| pend upon his Care and Providence at all 
times. When the Mind is diſtracted with 
Fears, diſturb'd by Paſſion, or chaf d with 
Diſcontent, it is neither diſpoſed to acknow- 
| ledge Gop, nor truſt him. It is the quiet and 
: pracabe Mind that makes thoſe Reflections 


©4597: 5 on- 
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on the ways and providences of Gon, which | 
wil be its heſt ſupport and comfort! ina tay Po 


ol by Calamity. 85. 
2. The latter has! is no leſs Cater an 
| 10 the former. And this pious and hum- led 


ble acknowledgement of the hand of Gop Ar 
in all? adverſe 1 diſaſtrous Events implied uſe 


in thoſe words, know that I am GOD, is to 
a proper means to pacify and quiet our ſpi- W 
rits, and give us that compoſure and ſteadi- or 


nels of 1 requir ed i in the firſt Clauſe, e 2 
till. And { know not a more effectual Ex- ee 
pedient to calm a ruffled ſpirit, than thus to 


_ raiſe the Thoughts to tne firſt Mover; from co 
_ whom originally come all the Changes we WM 
ſcein the world, of whatever nature, or what= fi 
ever Inſtruments he is pleaſed to uſe in the 
bringing them about. In every calamitous | pr 
circumſtance of Lite then, whether publick |} « © 
or private, let us ſay with good old Eli, I. © x 
is the LORD; let him do what feemeth bim r 
good (d). This will quiet our paſſions, and | « © 
take off the keenneſs of our Reſentment a> + 
gainſt men by whoſe Folly, ting or 9 
Wiekedneſ v we © ſuffer, EN EE OA Mtn 
S l 

It 


1 Sam. Hi. 18. 


a time of public Danger. 
It was the ſame Thought which gave 
Job ſupport under his accumulated Troubles, 
Shall T receive Good at the band of the LORD, 
and ſpall I not receive Evil(e)? He acknow- 
ledged that he received both from him. 
And it is obſervable that there is no Motive 
uſed more frequently in the Old Teſtament 


to enforce Obedience and Submiſſion to the 


Will of Gop than this, I am the LORD, - 
or know that I am the LORD. 


So that the two precepts in the text, you 
ſce, ſtand in a very cloſe and natural con- 
nexion, and mutually enforce, aſſiſt, and re- | 
commend each other. Be fill, and know 
that Iam GOD, is the ſame as if it was 


faid, Enco that I am GOD, and be fill. In 


the former diſpoſition of the Words the 
| precept is, © poſſeſs your minds with that 
e Saeed and peace which will beſt diſ— 

poſe you to acknowledge and ſubmit to 
my providential Will.“ In the latter it is, 

' own my Hand and Sad to my Govern- 

' ment, and that will calm your ſpirits and 

* eſtabliſh your peace of mind under all the 


* moſt dark and afflicting circumſtances ot 5 


0 Life. lt remains now] 


III. 7e 


| le) Job xl. 10. 
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m. To apply theſe two ane to our 
felves; as what peculiarly concern us, 
in the preſent dangerous R « our 
Fele Affairs. > 9: t a6 SAS 


Gov hath been pleaſed fi theſe ſeven 
- years to hold his Rod over this nation, with 

which he hath ſeverely ſcourged ſome o- 
thers on the Continent. The Warnings he 
hath given us have been long and loud: 


and he now waits for our repentance and 
. Reformation to avert the impending Blow. 


Ia which ſituation nothing can be more ſeas 
ſonable than this Day's Selemanity of pu- 


blick Humiliation, Faſting, and Prayer, to 


be obſerved throughout the whole Iſland: 


5 which we are now aſſembled together to 


Teep in the moſt religious and ſolemn man- 
ner; induced hereto no leſs by the Call of 
Providence Wan” by that of n, Au- 
thority. 
With regard to the publick Calamities that 


thiegten us, our Duty as private Chriſtians. 


has been particularly explained. Our Dan- 
ger is great, and we know not how ſoon our 
Diſtreſs may be as great as our en Dan- 


Mo . 
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ger. In the mean time, let us not deſpiſe 
or overlook it: or affect to leſſen and laugh 

at t, as ſome men, not very well affected ei- 
* ther to Gop, their King, or their Country, 
rc i ſeem inclined to do. We may, and we 
| F ought to be impreſſed by it ; and we cannot 
fail to be ſo, if we are rightly ſenſible of 
the Evils we are threatened with; or what 
would be the Conſequence, if it ſhould 
pleaſe Gop for our Sins to permit our Ene- 
mies but once to accompliſh their Defign: = 
who will at once ſtrip us of all our. civil and 
| religious Liberties, and every thing that is 
. dear to us as Britons and Proteſiants. And | 
et us not be over confident that there is no 
„Danger of this. The Danger may be ; | 
greater and nearer than we apprehend. e 
This I am ſure of, that Providence hath | 
often brought about more unlikely Events —_ 
ni our Favour: and therefore can, if he 
f think fit, eaſily and ſuddenly. bring about 
chis for our puniſhment. - And tis no lefs 
. certain that the great and repeated Provoca- 
sons we have given him are more than er 
s. nough to juſtify ſuch apprehenſions. 
I But then as we are not to be e 
05 . N we to be indolent or un- 
bs 1 : L Tb active. 
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active. It is not much indeed that we can 


— 2 —— a — — 


do towards the publick Safety in a time of 


publick Danger. But ſomething we may. 
We may chearfully bear our Share of the 
Burden which the calamities of the Times 
neceſſarily lay upon the Subject. We may 
ſtrengthen the Hands of our Rulers by dif- 


covering and promoting a ſpirit of Loyalty, 


Subjection and Peace; and by our Influence 
and Example may diſcountenance every 
thing that looks like an ungrateful, diſcon- 
tented and factious ſpirit, under a mild and 
merciful, a legal and proteſtant Government: 
that ſpirit which (propagated by the malice 
and artifice of ſome, and imbibed by the folly 
and raſhneſs of others) brought us not long 
ſince to the very Brink of Ruin. And eſ- 
| pecially may we do a publick Service to the 
nation by our Prayers; which, if they be 


unfeigned and fervent, may go a good way 


towards averting the publick Calamities we 
fear: or however will beſt Prepare. us to 
meet them. 5 2 
And then when we have done this, we care 
to be fill; preſerve a Self- poſſeſſion and Stea- 
dineſs of mind, amidſt all the Feuds, Heats, 
Animoſities and Tumult of the times; keep 
our 


a lime 0 of publick Danger. 5 . 


dur tempers quiet and compoſed i in the ge- 
neral Hurry and Conſternation; diſpafſion- 
ate and cool amidſt all the Bfigues and Bit- 


terneſs which men of different Sentiments : 
and Parties expreſs againſt”. each other; ſe- 
date, calm, and unterrified, under the Symp- 


toms of approaching. Diſtreſs, and the Judg- 


ments of Gop that threaten us: which will 5 


beſt diſpoſe us to hnow that he is G0 D. 


' Which brings me to the application of 
fit other Branch of Duty that has now been 
inculcated. v/2. to acknowledge Gop to be 
the firſt Mover of all the Changes we ſee 
or hear of, either at home or rom? 3 and 
to keep our [Dependence ſupremely upon 


him.—It is not the Ambition of his Prince, 
or the Avarice of zhat, which puts all theſe 


Wheels firſt into Motion. There is a Cauſe 
to be contemplated beyond all this, vis. the 
agency of the King of Kings ; who curbs 


or lets loofe the Pride and Paſſions of earth- 
ly Potentates to accompliſh his great and 
wiſe Deſigns ; in whoſe hands are the hearts 


of 'Kinigs, and ⁊ubo, as the Rivers of Waters, 


aun "oy whither Heber be 77 lt 2 ). 
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in our favour are ſuch as theſe.— 
| Cauſe is juſt, and good. And if we are 
forc'd into a War, it is on our part purely 
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So much in general. But more par- 


ticularly ſhould we eye the hand of Provi- 
dence in every ſignal Turn or remarkable 
Circumſtance either one way or other, du- 
ring the preſent Commotions ; and efpeci- | 
ally as they are favourable or threatening to 
the Intereſt of this nation. And if we take 
2 general and juſt view of the preſent Si- 
tuation of our publick Affairs, we may ea- 
fily ſee ſome circumſtances very much in 
our favour; and others which (it muſt be 
 own'd) bear a very threatening Aſpect. In 
both which the hand of Gov i is to be reli- / 
giouſly acknowledged, to excite at once our 
humble Gratitude, and a conſtant firm de- 


pendance on that Almighty Providence, 


Which alone is able to ſave or to deſtroy. 


The circumſtances that at preſent appear 
— Our 


defenſive: and in ſupport of the faith of 


Treaties and our own undoubted national 


Rights, in oppoſition to the all-graſping 


Ambition of a perfidious and potent Ene- 
my. who in violation of the one hath ! inju- 
5 an invaded the other. An Hoody: whom 


no 


5 


of 


N 5 


JJ ee pod” TE as 


ME time a publick en 2 7 


no Treaty binds, no Laws reſtrain, no E— 
quity governs: who after commencing open 
Hoſtilities in a time of profound peace, loud- 
by complains of the neceſſary meaſures we 
| have been obliged to take to do ourſelves 
Jaftice. | 
Again, | what a mercy it is that our "Shs. 7 
 reign's Life and Health are preſerved in the 


preſent dangerous Criffs on whoſe Con- 


duct, Experience, Equity, Moderation, 
Magnanimity and Wiſdom we may de- 
pend, under Providence, in hope (if it ſhal! 
pleaſe Gop to ſpare his important Life) to 
ſee our tranquility again reſtored. i 
Another circumſtance which 1 cannot 
but take notice of i in our fayour is, the hap- 
py unanimity between the King and his 
Parliament; and that our Senate is anima 
ed with ſo true and ſeaſonable a zeal for the 

juſt Rights and Liberties of the nation: and 

that the noiſy efforts of Faction, and of thoſe 
who labour to divide us, are fo feeble, fruit- 
leſs and ineffectull. 
Again, tis a favourable providence o on our 
fide, that the ſeveral Courts of Europe, a= 
wakened by the well known perfidy and 
ambition of our Enemy, are to backward 
08 2 "0 --- 
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to join las Intereſt and ſupport his meaſures; 
that he finds it fo difficult to ſtrengthen bim- 


ſelf by his wonted Alliances on the Canti- 


nent : and that the vigorous meaſures we 


| have uſed could not be 9 55 at a time when 
we could have greater Hope of foreign Sup- 


ports, or our Enemy leſs. A circumſtance 


which I cannot but think docs honour to 
the penetration of the Government, and che ö 


wiſdom of it's Ne egotiations. 


Again, the unanimity and univerſal con- 
ſent 'of all Parties among us in approving | 
: the vigorous meaſures that have been taken 
18 another circumſtance i in our favour. That 
notwithſtanding the heavy burden of the 
national Debt, and what we have ſuffered 
| by the late reduction of publick Intereſt, all 
agree that fince a war with France is at length 
become. unavoidable, it ought to be enter d 
upon with all poſſible vigour: from this 5 
prudent and political Maxim, that it is 


© better to riſque a part than loſe the whole. 


(Lofty) "Tis a favourable circumſtance 
that our naval and military Preparations have 
| been conducted with ſo much expedition 
and ſucceſs : that the nation inſtantly took 
the Alarm, and put itſe! f 0 ſuddenly 1 into a 


* 4 


LY 


I _- 


EY ime of publick Danger. 29 


potture of Defence, to defeat the Deſign 


and repel the Invaſions of our  faithleſs 21 
inſidiſous Adverfaries. £0 ode 

Theſe are all circumſtances very much 
in our favour : which when we think of 
we ſhould be thankful to that Previdence 


which preſides oyer, and conducts the whole, 


Eut then there are other circumſtances 
which, it muſt be owned are dark and dif- 


courageing, and which ought to keep us 


ſtill humble and dependant. 


Our Enemies are, without doubt, very . 
ſtrong and powerful: irritated to the utmoſt 
and moſt determin'd Vengeance. And 


what Cruelty as well as Falſhood they are 
capable of, we need no proof. 


Our Provinces i in North Amer: a are 7 


preſent in a very dangerous and diſtreſſc ed 


condition: and eſpecially the back Settles 
ments which lie moſt expoſed to the inhus 


man barbarities and ravages of the French 
bid: Ans. 


Again, how many Enemies hath 0 our Coun- 


they lic concealed end quiet, yet in 580 =Y 


S 1Þ 


f 30 ; The Clrifian' S Day in 


an 3 or any deſperate nen are 
capable of doing us unknown Miſchief. 


Again, what dependanee can we have on 


a Life advanced to ſeventy-three Years of 
age? And ſhould it pleafe Gop to take off 
the King at this time, what have we not to 


| apprehend from a Minority! in the Preſent 


dangerous conjuncture 5 
Iwill only add, we have ſeverely felt the 


conſequences of the late Earthquakes at 
Liſbon; and know not how ſoon the like 


calamity may befal us: for no natural rea- 


fon can be affigned why it did not befall us 


tather than them. Sure I am, we have 


much more _—_ to apprehend it 70 than 
they had then. And if we do not take the 


Warning and improve it, the co ye 
5 de doubled upon as. 

And if to all this we 144 our 08 
N eee, and Impiety, the general Diſſo- 
| Inteneſs of manners, and that predominant 


Love of Pleaſures (low, ſenſual, mean, un- 


manly Pleaſures) that fo much infects, ef- 
feminates and diſtinguiſhes the preſent Age, 


we have reaſon to ſay that our danger is not 


ſmall. Theſe.chings call aloud for Repent- 


ance, Humiliation and Prayer: and ſhould 


awaken 
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awaken in ub a humble ſenſe of our depen- 
dance on Providence, and great rhe ol 


mw that we are yet preſerved. 
Whilſt we thus acknowledge the Provi- 
dence'of God then, we fhould depend up- 
on it, in full confidence that he will take 


care of his own cauſe. He does all things | 


well and wiſely ; and can ſoon bring Licht 


out of Darkneſs, Order out of Confuſion, 
and Good out of Evil. 


In this manner let us prepare ts meet al 


the Events and Occurrences of the preſent 
year. We know not what it may produce; 


nor what are the Deſigns of Providence; 


but we know what is our Duty; and that 


is all that concerns us. Let us only be 
found faithful to hat, ind leave to Gop the | 


government of his own World. 


I shall conclude all with e that . 


the paſt Providences of Gop ſtrongly en- 
force the Exhortations of his Word; and 
eſpecially that which has now been given 


And the many wonderful and extraor- 


dinary Interpoſitions of the Divine Hand. 
for the preſervation of our civil and religious 
Liberties, againſt thoſe who ſought to de- 
fir us of them, i in the ine, Midule, 
: I 
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and lter End of the laſt Century; and in 


the Beginning and Middle of this; theſe 
publick Deliverances, I fay, (which we 


ſhould never forget) powerfully enforce the 


Duty which has now been recommended, 


mighty Saviour; who by theſe is loudly 


of a calm and placid Truſt in the fame Al- 


calling upon us, under every publick Diſ- 


trels and Danger, 1 in the Words of the text, 


-By STILL, AND KNOW THAT * 
AM GOD. 
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